
 

         

 

 
Navitor Pharmaceuticals Announces Janssen Has Acquired Anakuria Therapeutics, Inc.   

 
Phase 1 Ready Program Targeting mTORC1 to be Pursued for Potential Use in 
Autosomal Dominant Polycystic Kidney Disease and other Indications  
 
CAMBRIDGE, Mass., February 2, 2022 –Today, privately held Navitor Pharmaceuticals, LLC (“Navitor”), 

announced that Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (“Janssen”), one of the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies 

of Johnson & Johnson has acquired Anakuria Therapeutics, Inc., (“Anakuria”), a company recently formed 

by Navitor to advance its novel class of selective rapamycin analog mTORC1 inhibitors. Anakuria’s lead 

Phase 1 ready program, AT-20494 provides Janssen with a first-in-class opportunity in autosomal 

dominant polycystic kidney disease, or ADPKD.  This deal was facilitated by Johnson & Johnson Innovation.  

Under the terms of the agreement, Janssen has acquired all outstanding shares of Anakuria, which is now 

a wholly owned subsidiary of Janssen.  

Tom Hughes, president and chief executive officer of Navitor Pharmaceuticals LLC commented, "We are 

thrilled that the potential value and substantially differentiated profile of Anakuria’s mTORC1 inhibitor 

program can be explored with Janssen.  With decades of experience in developing, manufacturing and 

commercializing innovative therapies for patients suffering from a broad range of diseases and conditions, 

Janssen is ideally positioned to rapidly advance our program in the clinic.  We also are very pleased that 

the program has come full circle within the Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies: Johnson & Johnson 

Innovation – JJDC, Inc., the strategic venture arm of Johnson & Johnson, was one of Navitor’s founding 

investors and the company also was one of the initial startups incubated in JLABS @ LabCentral, 

Cambridge, MA.”  

Goodwin Proctor LLP acted as legal advisor to Navitor on this transaction.  

About AT-20494 

AT-20494 is an orally bioavailable small molecule that selectively inhibits activity of mTORC1, the master 

modulator of cellular metabolism, which is overactive in multiple chronic diseases including autosomal 

dominant polycystic kidney diseases. AT-20494 is a member of a novel class of rapamycin analogs 

discovered by Navitor scientists, and will be the first fully selective inhibitor of mTORC1 to be studied in 

humans.  Preclinical studies of AT-20494 have shown that it reduces the burden of cysts and kidney 

volume in mice carrying mutations in the PKD1 gene, and also reduces signatures of fibrosis and 

inflammation upon chronic administration.   

About mTORC1  

Complex 1 of the mechanistic target of rapamycin (mTORC1) activity governs the pace and ability of the 

cell to synthesize protein and other cellular components. Increased mTORC1 activity contributes to a 



 

broad array of diseases of aging by increasing protein misfolding and driving cellular stress, inflammation, 

and fibrosis.  

 

About Navitor 

Navitor Pharmaceuticals, LLC, the parent company for Navitor Pharmaceuticals, Inc., is the leader in the 

development of mTORC1-targeted therapeutics designed to help patients live longer and healthier lives. 

The Company’s proprietary platform enables highly specific modulation of mTORC1, the gatekeeper of 

cellular metabolism and renewal, and has produced two clinical candidates.  NV-5138, Navitor’s small 

molecule that directly activates mTORC1, is in Phase 2 development for treatment-resistant depression, 

with additional opportunities in cognition and memory, in partnership with Supernus Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc.   
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